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THERE'S THE 
RESERVATION--! 


BUT, F FAILED 

za 2 1H_MY MISSION 
4 MUST SEE TO DESTROY 
Him--WOWsY) 


THERE |S NOTHING 1-OUR ONLY HOPE RESTS WITH 
WE CAN DO NOW, THE CHAMPION OF LIFE! 


EXCEPT WAIT AND 
PI 


a» 


CHAMPION OF 
DEATH COULON'T 
TOP THE ONE 
ROM BEYOND... 
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Stan Lee 


presents: THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 


fide 


AND, YET, THIS 
THE BEGINNING 


RELIC. ‘SCRIPT 
FRENZ— LAYOUTS i 
See ebein: IN STEIN — FINISHES | 
JOE ROSEN LETTERING 
iM OWSLEY EDITOR 
Ta SHOOTER- ED\TOR-IN- 
CHIEF 


FRY [ JOHN ROMITASR. 
a] ERSSSTECHENS JACK FURY ceoRoe Roussosico, 


CONTINUING THE 
AWESOME SAGA OF 


A MORGAN € JAMES 
FINISHED PENCILS. 
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SUODENLY, THE ONE 
FROM BEYOND SENSES 


Be 
RSE ataaance. 


TOMIM, IT 15 ONLY A 
PETTY ANNOYANCE 


ZNE Faem OF A WAST 


WE HAVE NO CHOICE!- 
WE MUST EMPLOY 
ua ULTIMATE WEAPOX 
=" THE GALACTIC 
ERADICATOR! 


COMMANDER, WE HAYE THE SEYONDER, 

SUT We MUST HURRY! OUR SENSORS INDI- 
CATE THAT HE'S PREPARING TO Td 

WITH THe VERY FRAMEWORK OF @eA.iTY! fal 


Sd A THOUSAND INHABITED WORLDS. With 

PERISH IN [TS AFTERSHOCK, 

A SIKALL PRICE TO FAY FOR, THe SAWWATION 
THe e ENTIRE | CNRS 


STREAKING ACROSS ie oO oe 
SPACE WITH A SPEED WHICH 
EXCEEDS €/GHT ITSELF, THE 
BURSTS POM THE SOLITARY, 


HOWEVER, HE 


OUT, HE REAL 
CAN FIX THAT... 


(ZES THAT We 


AND TO 
SUCRY LANEY 
EVER HAD MOET SOPHIS- 
Souracr WH TICATED BEINGS -.-BY ELI¢M- 
ANY OF INTHIS MULTI-  WATING THEM 
Onis. 


VERSE! Too! 


TM & ©2006 MARVEL 


WITHIN His DARK POMAMM, THE BEYONDER EPH T DONT THINK MANY PEOPLE Y JUST LISTEN TO 

a } ij IS~_“THAT RACKET! 

si (aa ian ft Se ne wi, WILL BE SORRY TO SEE THI 
SUPREME LORD OF HATE AND CHIE. Row Wane ton yh AiREPPISE.” SA wim, HE SRY TO, 


PLACE WHERE EVEN 
MAY MYSTIC VAPORS 
CANNOT FOLLOW! 


‘ OH one x , Ou, WELL T SUP- 
~BUT_NOT EVEN MY eee : Pose T SHOULD 


JELOVED DEATH 
ROFITED By THIS 
ACTION! 4 


THOSE BEINGS COUNTLESS 
DiOW'T O/E-~ 
‘THey 


WAIT! BA NIAMORTAL 

‘SUCH AS YOuRseLE 

PReasuReD BY 

HOW SHOULD I 

AWAIT THIS FINAL Time! 
CATACLYSM7 


— 


4 = % y < - < 
Pn ERE 


MOS MEPHISTO HAS OTHER, \ Ss 
BAR MORE POTENT WEAPONS! 
i! TREACHERY! 
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ANO, NOW, ANGERED BY Reece's W CAN'T YOU SEE ‘ 

BETRAYAL, YOU'VE DECIDED TO THAT THIS WHOLE Sou mist ine Rerene 

DESTROY THE ENTIRE MULTIVERSE!{ THING DOESN'T INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD FOUND 
WORK?! A KINO OF FULFILLMENT? 


HAMATL THINK I 
Bees KNOW JUST THE 
SiaMevON? wi 
Hi : 


Desive maxes) \ 
EVERY BEING IN. 
EXISTENCE UN- 
FULeILLED, AND / 
INCOMPLETE £ 


HE'S AN OLD FRIEND OF YOURS 
J \F I'M NOT MISTAKEN! ONE 
YOU'VE BEEN TORTURING 
FOR CENTURIES! 


IF NOTHING ELSE, 
THIS CHANCE MAY 


AND, WE COULO 
PROVE TO BE 


Sar ae, 
et 
ENTERTAINING! ‘THE OUTCOME! 


7” A CREATURE TOTALLY DEVOID 
OF MERCY, WHO HATES YOU 
ABOVE ALL OTHERS-- 


YY Hi, - 

“3 % Not 50 FAST, \( 5 Give THE ORDERS 

Pci mM), YD pee yy 
FAT ABT! j 

so Gusen pers 


we 
THAT HATEO CRYSTAL JY 
CONSTRAIN ME! 


LET'S SAY THAT THE LIFE OF THE muULTi- 

YSRSE, AND My OWN POOR KINGDOM, BE 

EXTENDED FOR SOME INSIGNIFICANT 

AMOUNT OR TIME.s, LIKE A FEW 
MILLENNIA? 


ALL RIGHT, BUT I'LL 
f CHOOSE THE Time! 
A e 
Te HUMANS NOW, WHO SHALL BE 
MEASURE IT! 


NEITHER! You 
MY CHAMPION-= THE AY HA’ 
SVLYER SURFER. 


THAT'S BETTER! NOW, t 

WANT yout GOTO 

EARTH ON A MISSION 
FOR ME... 


HUMAN? THAT'S 
THE PONT OF 
us 


‘SPIDER-MAN 
BUT, HE'S ONL 


RTALIS 
WORTHY OF LiFe! 
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Suniel ST HEARD THE GOOD NEWS, NATHAN, NATHAN LUBENSKY, YOU'RE SUCH A FLIRT! E SOMETIMES 
riod NEEON'T BOTHER CON Lins THE Doe Save sous Be COMING WOHDER WHY AMAY PARKER PUTS UP WITH YOU. 2 
JURING ANY OF YOUR MYSTIC A - HOME SOON. > ST 


ANNA? THE ngage 
KEEP US ABREAST OF THE PETER. Tm 5) 
BETS PROGRESS! A ind 3 Cine 
HERE. 


7” SINCE SPIDER-MAN IS » 
AN INDIVIDUAL WHO'S a 
MOTIVATED BY A DEEP 
SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY, 
ALL ZARATHOS HAS TO DO 1S 
GET HIM TO RENOUNCE HIS 
RESPONSIBILITY IN SOME 
CONCRETE FASHION, 


ib DEAR, BUT MARY JANE (5 

a ALL THESE TERING HE AUNT AND ME 
ad) (I p ‘OUT FOR THE DAY. 
! NETS 


I'D LOVE TO-- BUT A FREELANCE PHOTOGRAPHER 
CALL TWENTY-FOUR HOURS A Day, I'VE GOT To GET 
HUSTLING OFF TO MY NEXT ASSIGNMENT. 


Visits FROM }o' (WISH WE COULD STAY LONGt 


OH, Tm CERTAIN Y YOU KNOW, 7’ REALLY BEGINNING 
SOMETHING WILL NID: ii -AMAE. 
PRCSENT Re eKY peTO ENJOY THIS! TM GLAD Z CAME, 


4 QUICK GLANCE TO MAKE 
THAT (MAGE: ; nes OaTHERED Abe OF His BOTS 
¥ WOT Zz Aer 
b T'S A HOSPITAL... 2 = TH SAN 
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=> TWO TAPS TO THE WAFER- 

THIN BUTTONS HIDDEN BENEATH 

THE PALMS OF HIS GLOVES TO 
WEB - SHOOTERS -= 


IT WAS REA\ 
WATSON TO 


L_NICE OF Ant 


‘STOP IN ON 


NATHAN TODAY. 


HMIGOSH! I JUST REAL 
THAT I'VE BEEN SO 
BUSY LATELY THAT I NEVER 
NAILED DOWN ANY DEFINITE 
PLANS WITH AUNT MAY 
FOR CHRISTMAS DAY. 


WORRY ABOUT THAT 


NOW! THERE'S THE WARE! 
HOUSE I'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR, 


MANAGED TO. 
SLIP IN THROUGH 
THE SKYLIGHT 
WITHOUT MAKING 


TODAY...ALLT HAVE TO 
00 1S SNAP THE PIX! 


IT’S PERFECT! NOBODY'LL EVER 
“THINK TO CONNECT. 
KIKE QURS WITH THE DEATH OF 


A SMALL GANG 


KINGPIN, 
‘OF CRIME! 


AND OUR BOY 15 SET TO POP HIM 
ING IN THE FRONT DOOR, 


THE NUMBER ONE CRI 
aa 
LORD IN THE a 


city! 
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SUDDENLY, A Re 
DOORS OF THE WAREHOUSE 
/N WARD. 


TALK ABOUT A LOUSY SENSE 
OF TIMING! 

GUESS THERE'S NOTHING 

I CAN DO NOW ExcEePT 

TAKE MY PIX, AND 

CLEAR OUT BEFORE 


HE PROFITS 27) 
EROM DRUGS, }! 
PROSTITUTION, 
AND EXTORTION! 


LIKE THAT BE 
MURDERED ? 


SEE? L TOLD 
You A CONCRETE 
PROBLEM WOULD 


FCSN WEN? a we 5! 
AG —S ba 
yi LT THE KINGPIN 
J FS Sites 
TO ME. 


On, vOu'RE WV TRUST ME, MEPHISTO) 


JUST AFRAID IF SPIDER-MAN 
FAILS TO SAVE HIM: 


THAT'LL BE THe LEAST 
YOUR HASSLES!” 


THE KINGPIN HAS TRIED TO 74 


KILL ME ON MORE OCCASIONS 
THAN I'D CARE TO REMEMBER. 
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Ay i 
WHAT /F THIS THING? 
ERE Ce COS 

Ur. ez 


Ch 


SURPRISED, YOU ¥ 
WEB- SWINGING 
7MORON 


Se 


be, \& 
Reali 


Y You MAY HAVE FOUND 
- GOBLIN'S 


LIN 
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I WAS THE A07wWee 
OF YOUR BEST FRIEND! 


YOU HAD A RESPONSIBILITY 
TO HiM.--AND ME! 


"EVEN IF I MUST SACRI- 
| RICE THE ENTIRE HUMAN 
|_ RACE TO 00 $0!" 


AT LAST! I FINALLY 
MANAGED TO WASH 
THAT SULFUR 
SMELL OFF. 

ME. 


3 WHEW: THIS COSTUMES 
OING TO NEED A GOOD 


‘GUESS I'D BETTER 

SLIP INTO MY BLACK 

ONE BEFORE I HEAD 

OUT TO THE DAILY 
BUGLE. 


BUTA FEW MINUTES LATER «0 


WHY ARE YOU SO CONCERNED y? y 7 
WITH “THE KINGPIN--WHEN YOU MOR TEER OPE 


\\s I be 
DION'T CARE ABOUT ME 7: \ YOU TO VEER OF 
Saved mel are IK RC ; Tuat | [pont you TTS BEEN SO LONG SINCE] [15 SOMETHING WRONG? 
adele er ET NOICE--!| | RECOGNIZE IIE IZ LAST SAW YOU. I WA: BESS OF YoU SEEM 
. a BS IT'S 50 us ONLY A KID WHEN YO! GQ... DISTANT: 
3 FAMILIAR! 
e_ 


{5 ONE OF MY OLD ENEMIES USING 
THESE CRAZY ILLUSIONS AGAINST, 
ME, OR--AM T GOING MAD?! 


mom! Dad! 
1S TT REALLY 
you--2! 


WHEN YOU WERE A 2 2 = VE ALWAYS. 
CHILO, YOU PROMISED TRIED MY BEST: 
TO STUDY HARD IN % 4 


CINME TO MAKE 
MATTERS WORSE, MY HEAD 
JUST, STARTED POUNDING WITH 
THE GREAT GRANDDADDY OF 

ALL AIGRAINES | 


9 i YOu-=BUT, YOU 
NO MATTER! 2 WILL TAKE WHATEVER RISKS J] A LET us DOWN! 
ARE NECESSARY TO ASSURE MYSELF OF A = 

VICTORY OVER THE BEYONDER. 
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THIS WeaTHeR may cause V’ I've ALREADY 
PAADE ALC THE 

A PROPER ARRANGE- 

THE CENTURY CLUS AT MENTS, KINGPIN. 

MAY USUAL TIME, ; 


ey = 5 

Et w-wiar a wm) [cues tve always 
SECRETLY FEARED 

5 Wonieeeay THAT I WASN'T LIVING 

a 3 


MY PARENTS 
DIED WHILE 
Cie i EASY DOES IT! 
TILL $00N GET 
You WHERE You 
BELONG. 


DON'T YOU THINK THE 
WERE A STROKE 
‘OF GENIUS, MEPHISTO ? 
THey App JUST THe. 
DON'T TELL ME THAT 
YOUVE FORGOTTEN 
ANS ALREADY, PETER. 


SC it's opvious THar 
SSF THE MASTER PLANS JSS 
SOME TREACHERY! 
® ne 


x \ 
Ln 


H-HOW DID You 
KNOW MY NAME? \ 


TM & © 2006 MARVEL TM & © 2006 MARVEL 


— 


YES, T DIE Vy YOU WERE Ws pur my parts La SHE'S PLUMMETING TO 
BECAUSE YOU MY ONLY IN YOU, BUT YOU w A Ree beste usr LIKE 
WEREN'T CLEVER DAUGHTER'S, FAILED ME! : BEFORE! 
ENOUGH TO BOYFRIEND! 

SAVE ME. 


YOU LET 
ME O1E!! 


OH, NO! L INSTINCTIVELY 
HOW COULD YOU 90 THAT TO A pce Y, a rT 
ME, PETER? I THOUGHT YOU x MAY SHOOTERS | 


WERE A MAN WHO KNEW HOW Y 
TO tie UP TO HIS RESPONSIBILITIES! <j 


EN ‘ 


8 Z y <A e) Rrsust, | ate 

YOUR DEATH WASN' AT'S A COP-OUT, 4 : , Z Y ! 
w wa MY FAULT, CAPTAIN! 4 PETER..- = — 

AD cy 5 YOU'RE GOING TO MAKE IT, ) 

f . Mars your DU7Y 7 || rt wave my own ) | \ 93 PRE Be 
\ is here LIFE TO LIVE! \ \\ ( 
i : \ : ‘ a j », 8o% 

: Ra lIN@ Z| oe 
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EVERYTHING'S GOING 
i} 


MOLT! 
TO SAVE YOU THIS TIME. 
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U_HAD YOUR CHANCE 
SAVE ME WHEN IT 
ALLY MATTERED ~~ 

REND You RaLeow!, 


T,,. NEVER REALIZED WE THe ceyouver is acTuaty Jam STiLL.t May Sco Je 
THAT HE WOULD HAVE Bi SLE TO USE J 


LHAVE BEEN SECRETLY GATHER- 
ING MY POWER TO FEED TO THE 
HUMAN AT THE PROPER MOMENT, 


» tle 


SJ 


WELL, IF IT'S ALL THE 
SAME TO YOU, LLL 
CALL YoU PANCAKE-- 


Y THOUGH IT WILL HELP HIM DEFEAT 


ZARATHOS, IT WILL ALSO DESTROY 
HIM... BUT, I CAN ACCEPT THAT. 


ras 17 


Qos 


. f 
<> SA 
BARELY MANAGED TO AVOID LAM KNO' 
THAT BLAST IN TIME --! MARY Nai 
MAH-SPI 


Ee 
LRT LOOK! THE MOMENT 
‘OF CRISIS IS AT HAND~-! 


wh BY YW some caut me THe VoTHeRS KNOW 

MES, RAVAGER OF SOULS! 4 THE LIVING SPI 

PER! = VENGEANCI 
~/] 


es 


WO SENSE BEING BASHEUL! fod 
HE OBVIOUSLY KNOWS I'M | om 
CO SPIDER-MAN == 


SO TX MIG 
CIVVIES, AND GET DOWN 
TO ACTION! 
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r THAVE TO DOIS | 

= = y HE'S... RIGHT, BUT Ff SHOOTERS OUT 

way D0 You = ONE APPRECIATES L CAN'T LET THAT. cit AND SNAP THEM 
ETO you! Z | \ STOP ME! INTO PLACE...” 


= 
Li 
YY THEN, = Guess you 
WON'T MIND IF I SEB 
WHAT YOU LOOK Like 
c i 
\\ 


Wn 


Ws 


[CET LE 
ay MISTER, 1 DON'T 
AND mse BES Perse PRETEND TO KNOW 


NE GREAT 
RESPONSIBILITY! 


SPECTACULAR 


ABILITIES FOR 
I’M NOT SURE THAT YOUR OWN V \ 
I EVEN WANT TO KNOW. 4 i 
Y (ere 


WHAT ABOUT YOUR AUNT MAY? al 
WHEN DID YOU LAST SPEND ANY 
QUALITY TIME WITH HER ¢ 


FACE (7, PETEY... YOU'RE 

A SCREW-UP! YOU'VE NEVER 
ONCE BEEN ABLE To Live up 
TO ALL YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES! 


W-WHY ARS 
YOU DOING 
THIS TO ME? 


MY ILLUSIONS 
ARE FINALLY 
STARTING TO 

GET TO HIME 


ms 
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MORE YOU DO FOR PEOPLE, SUNTIL, You ARE 
THEY EXPECT FROM ue 


1 MORE ; 
Youre MORE THEY DEMAND!" 
I.--Z HATE HIM, 


+2 FORGOT AND EVERYTHING HE 
KGOUT THE KincpIn! STANDS FOR! IT WOULD 
BE SO Easy SusT 
TO LIE HERE... 


EY BUT, NOT WELL 
ENOUGH! NOW, 


YOU TO CONTINUE 5 
FERING! ALL YOU HAVE TO 
00 15..." 


B-BUT, I CANT IT... WOULD 
BE WRONG! 


HELP MYSELF... 


(S(T RIGRT FOR H-HE'S A MAN, | B-EVERYTHING 
2ou2 Spy To Be Y ANO THAT's YOu SAID Makes 
UNRELENTING Se 7 


STER/ WE CANNOT ALLOW YOU THIS DECEIT! 
ie THAN SUFFI 
Ou RATHER Bi 4 3 ri) 


‘be 


HES A 
CRIMINAL! 
YOU OWE Wim 
NOTHING! 
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THAT'S THE 
PERSON I'VE 
Aways BEEN! 


MAAN IN MY POSITION | | ING... FOR NOTHING! 
1S SUBJECTED To NUMER- 


HELL NEVER ove 
US ASSASSINATION KNOW..,OR CAR! 
ATTEMPTS. 


YES, AND IT'S very ReAssuR | | 1r's quite simece,ReAL-\ | ALU THAT SUFFER- 
ING TO $6 THAT Your 3e- ty. 
, CURITY ARRANGEMENTS ARE 
GO\. AS EFFICIENT AS Ever. 
W: WHAT Ag 
DONG HERE?! 


£ PREFER TO Ri eT 8 Rees 
ESRI z 
EN IN THE CROWD THOSE ATTEMPTS: 

OF PASSERSBY. | TO TIMES AND PLACES 
Lor My ChoosinG, 


THERE'S uN 
THE SMALL is 
MATT 


RIGID DINNER 
ROUTINE. 


TTeR OF er 
Me KNGPIN'S ACS 
Lire! 


Freeze 


E IT, AEYLION CAN'T I JUST KNOW T'VE GOT A 
WEB-SWINGER! LEAVE THE SCENE [ YOU THERE...| INYME LOT OF SERIOUS THINKING 
. OF AN ATTEMPTED \ age 
7 r y ij HOMICIDE, YOU'VE OR 1 Ne S 
N--HES DUE TO ARRI' | ! iy : Py i 
THE CENTURY CLUB 
ANY MOMENT!" i 


= 7 GOT TO Go DO ij } W” {MAYBE t SHOULD 
WE'RE WITH \ START REASSESSING 
AS City's e ING. \ \Y VALUBS.». 


WE WERE ON Out “ x = ee 
REGULAR KINGPIN BUT FIRST, I'D 
BETTER GET Over 
TO THE DAILY BUGLE... 
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oz, 
Y 7 
WIS BOILS HAVE ALREADY CLEARED ; 
Qf US Ano at pwacacevioence 4 
SA OF THIS DAY HAS ALSO VANISHED, 


= 


i> 


TNE 


U CAN SEE, IVE 
AS envy RETURNED 
TO HIS. 


ZARATHOS 
CRYSTAL PRISON. 


OF COURSE.’ 
LOOn'T 
WELCH! 


HANE SEEN MUCH 
Fopay wach sy) 
MUST PONDER, 


eS i Ui 
THE BEGINNING OF THE END. 


NO ONE ELSE WILL. 


DON'T DARE MISS THE AWESOME CONCLUSION. gaat 


ANT-SIZED RAVAGANZA FEATURING THE LONG -DEMANDED..« 
‘aErinen OF GRO CROLBLEIDIE 
PLUS A FEW ADDITIONAL < 


NEXT ISSUE: 
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Order NOWand a 8issue subscr 
tion can be yours for only 


| S6.50- only 50¢ per issue : 


fn 


¢. 
ea ‘cj The same issues on the 
— Hurry! This holiday offer 
#¥] expires January 31st, 1986. 
¢p| Don’t miss this chance to 

4] get your favorite Marvel 

{| titles at ourspecia 

holiday price. 4 
{| it saves you 
] abigi23%: 


MARVEL COMICS 
MAKE GREAT 
HOLIDAY 
GIFTS FoR 
FRIENDS / 


sar e8 
TO wif 
UNIVERSE CLEAN. 


HOLIDAY COUPON — 


DIALPHA FLIGHT ] MARVEL TALES 
CAMAZING SPIDER-MAN =] NEW MUTANTS 
DIAVENCERS 

COCAPTAIN AMERICA 

CLOAK & DAGGER 

OCONAN 

0 DAREDEVIL 

Ol DR. STRANGE 


0D Enclosed is $6.50 per title 13 issues each. 


FIRST INITIAL @ LAST NAME 
ONLY 


Ci FANTASTIC FOUR 
OUINCREDIBLE HULK 


Zip | 


Si Please Mail to: Marvel Comics Group 
34 - Subscription Dept. 

$8 CI SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN $17 387 Park Avenue South 
Canada and Foreign: Add $2.00 per titles KEY #: NOV-85 New York, NY 10016 


= ce Make checks or money orders payable (U.S. Funds) to Marvel Comics. Allow 10 weeks for delivery. 


Please Mail to: 


For a limited 

time only, a 1-issue 
subscription can be yours 
for ONLY SOc per copy. 

On the newsstand you'd pay 65¢! 

STAR Comics” and you 
AZ,issuessubscription for 

ONLY $6.50! Thats:e Big 23% 


SAVINGS! Offer expires January 31st 
1 TARC * also make great holi- 


“day GIFTS. Ta give them as gifts, enclose an 
additional list of titles with the names and 
addresses of your fiends: 


> & Lowest Pric On Renewalis! 
% Hot-Off-The-Press Copies! 
“% Refund Guaranteed! ‘ 


Just fill out coupon below or make 4 
copy and mail with payment 
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Unless you're the’ kind of person who skips 
mediately to the letters pages of your favorite 
magazina, {0 say by this point you've now readione 
of the best Spidey yams ever. Tom and Ron pulled 
Out all the stops on this one, delivering all the action, 
ail the drama, all the pizazz any die-hard Marvelite 
‘could ask for. An instant classic, wall worth the iong 
hours Assistant Editor Adam Blaustein and | put 
into Bringing itto you. 

‘And, let me tellyou, we're all exhausted. 

Be here next month, when we feature the special 
all-biank ish. Nocover, no art, no story. But, abreeze 
toputout... 

Behe sca ee ae cae 4 
here in thirty days for the gale launchi 
Marvel's 25th celebration, witha an 
sized issue of ING ERMAN! 
‘And, that's not enough, the issue contains a bonus 
{fe-presentation of the original 11-page onigin story 
from AMAZING FANTASY #15! And, if that's not 
gnough, te leaves! tale, “The Choice And The 
Ghalienge!” features a’ major tuming point in 
Spidey's life! And, if all that stil isn't enough for 

you... 


next issue features the retum of The Hob- 

i yu neg Atco care 
ent! nae 
you have to farm out for it. And it's also more than 
worth the wait. Tom DeFaico, Ron Frenz, Joe 
Se eaten 

As tor me, | can be reached at the Happy Trails 
Home For The Terminally Exhausted. Send 
oe 


Jim Owsiey 


Deat Merry Marvel Men, 

WHOOPIE! WOW! WHAT A GREAT ISSUE! 
Number 269 really hit the spot! After reading 
#268, | wondered, "Hmm ... what could that 
light in space be?" Now I know, and I can't wait 
to see “The Hero and the Holocaust”! | always 
wondered why Peter Parker never changed 
into his civies if he was in tough shape. | quess 
know now! 

Keep up the great work!!! 

Peter Kasperowicz 
172 S. Main St. 
Cohasset, MA 02025 
Dear Spider-Man, 

The last two-issues (269 & 270) have been 
just fantastic. Tom, you've outdone yourselt! | 
love the plotting of issue #2691!!! Firelord mis- 
taken for a mutant while eating pizza! Hah! By 
the way, | have a sneaky suspicion that the 
mysterious stranger is recognizing Nathan, in- 
stead of Pete. I's just a hunch. | love 
the shoe-falling-out-ot-the-tree scene. Firelord's 
dialogue just makes you believe he's got an 
over-sized ego! Ron, I've always loved your 
style. Keep up the good work. !aiso thought the 
covers of both issues were superb. | haven't 
loved a two-issue epic this much since Spidey 
battled the Juggemaut!! Spidey keaps saying 
people are out of his “class” or “league” and 
keeps calling the FF and the Avengers “heavy- 
hitters.” M you ask me, Spider-Man doesn't 
have a class. The only thing holding him back is 
his lack of confidence. I've never written a letter 
to you guys before, but this time I couldn't keep 
myself back. Every one of you deserves con- 
gratulations! You've upheld the tradition that 
makes. Spider-Man. the. best hero. ofall! "Til 
Hobgoblin trades his jet glider in for a Buick. 

David Clarke 
2513 Plaza St. 
Arlington, TX 76010 


Dear Gang, 

| have just finished reading AMAZING 
SPIDER-MAN #269-270 and my opinions are 
‘a8 follows: 

1) Firelord's appearance—Great! It's. about 
time that you got @ superpowered villain for 
Spidey to fight, instead of these “ordinary’ 
‘fOoks! Keep ‘em coming! 

2) Spidey's victory (in #270)—Excelient! For 
too long, Spidey has been thought of as a 
“wimp” when compared to the Hulk, Thor, etc., 
but by beating Firelord, Spider-Man has shown 
that he is a major power in the Marvel Universe 
(that is my estimation of the effect of the event). 

3) Ron Frenz's artwork—It was great! tt is 
also improving rapidly! Keep up the good work! 

‘Overall, this was a great story, and | can't 
wait for the next issue! Keep up the good work! 

David Duncan 
34 Benedict Terrace 
Longmeadow, MA 01106 


Dear Wall Crawlers, 

“Spider-Man—Stop! You can't beat Fire- 
lord! . “Wanna Bet?!" 

‘Those words said it all. issue #270 was fan- 
tastic. | loved seeing Spidey take on the Fire- 
lord. Surely, his victory over the former herald of 
the Big must rank as one of Spider-Man's 
Greatest ever. | really liked the tie-in with the 
Avengers, too. Especially Hercules’ thoughts of 
the Web-head, as revealed in AVENGERS 
#258. 

But | have a few questions about Spider- 
Man. First, is Captain America really that much 
bigger than Spider-Man? | know that the Web- 
Slinger is alot stronger and more agile than 
Cap, but | couldn't believe the size difierence. 

And secondly, if Spider-Man can knock out a 
guy like Firelord, now can people like the 
Kingpin, Puma, and Hobgoblin give Spidey so 
much trouble? 7 

By the way. where is old Hobby, anyway?’ 

JS. 


Dunwoody, GA 

Well, JS, to find the answer to your ques- 

tion about versus Firelord, simply 

read the next letter! As for Hobgoblin, by 
now you know where he is... 
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Dear Marvel, 
Spider-Man #270 was awesomely great 
The fight scenes were not only entertaining, but 
were logical and realistic. Spider-Man's strug- 
gle for survival, combined with the fact that de- 
Spite his. growing fears and fatigue, Spider-Man 
kept on coming. Not only did that take tremend- 
‘ous amounts of courage and will-power, it was 
extremely realistic. Furthermore, it was logical 
the way Spider-Man used his acrobatic 
‘spider” agility and reflexes to confuse Firelord. 


In addition, | simply LOVED the way Spider- 
Man used his ‘ 
able him to anticipate Firelord's every attack. 


‘As in normal humans, Spider-Man's adrenal 
medulla probably secreted large amounts of 
epenephrine in his stressful and fearful state at 
the time of the batle, which stimulated the 
heartbeat rate, raised blood levels, and inhi- 
bited sensations of fatigue (the “fight or flight" 
hormone) that heightsned Spider-Man's physi- 
cal abllties, thus giving him a great advantage 
over Firelord, 

Furthermore on the subject, | think, in my 
opinion, that Spider-Man is obviously getting 
stronger and more powerful than ever before. | 
mean, in the early days, Spider-Man had only 
sufficient power to handle ordinary criminals 
with handguns, criminals with highly sophisti- 
cated weaponry, and only small time super- 
folks. Currently, Spider-Man has been able to 
beat heavyweights like ... Speed Demon, the 
‘Submariner (you know, the “fish-man” who de- 
feated the Incredible Hulk years ago), Titania 
)who defeated the She-Hulk from the SECRET 
WARS), plus... he damed near defeated the 
Uncanny X-Men, and he would have, too, given 
enough time. 

Jp-addition, Spider-Man has been only able to 
hold his awn for a LONG period of time against 
other heavyweights such as: the Unstoppable 
Juggernaut, the Incredible Hulk, the Avengers, 
the Silver Surfer, and the fact that he NEARLY 
defeated the Fantastic Four. Will this seeming 
power increasement ever be established in the 
current OFFICIAL HANDBOOK OF THE MAR- 
VEL UNIVERSE, DELUXE EDITION??? Who 
knows. 

(Of course, it Spider-Man is going up against 
the Fly, his reputation is practically blown. AS 
far as | know, the Fly is the only guy who was 
strong and fast enough to cause Spider-Man 
grief, as shown waaaay back in Spider-Man 
#192-193, | would like to see the Fly in the 
NEAR future, and make it good and snappy, 
okay? 

Tom, Ron . .. never have | seen you two do 
0 well in all the years I've been living. Thanks. 

Peter Chisholm 
6033 Catherine St. 
. Phila, PA 19143 
Dear Makers of Marvel History, 

Spider-Man #270 was worth waiting, 
‘camped out by my local comic shop, forl The 
artwork was tremendous! That fighting se- 
quence on page 21 was the best peneil/ink job. 
of Spidey in action since Ditko. | MEAN IT! 

The story wasn't so bad either. Peter Parker 
is not on Kathryn Cushing's favorite photog list, 
eh? Well, | don't like her anyway. I'm all for 
women's rights, but | can’t stand pushy women, 
and that she is. Get rid of her 

Jonah seems to be mellowing some, 

‘Mrs. Jameson has something to do with it. Vd 
like to See how JJ and Maria are at home some- 
time, just to give us an idea how she copes with 
him. 

I'm glad Spidey realized someone could've 
been hurt by the subway stunt. | can't believe 
he would endanger lives that way. Perhaps he 
was seared; | would be. 

There are some things | wonder about, 
though, and they are: 

1. Why don't you guys decide on Spidey’s 


costume? If you ask ma, stick to the Originallll 


2. What happened to the Black Cat since she 
and Spidey broke up? 

3. Is Peter ever going to tell Aunt May his 
secret and why he does what he-must? And 
what about May and Nate tying the knot? 


4. When are we going to see Hobgoblin and 
the Puma again? How about Sandman? He 
and Spidey could work together to help him 
make restitution for his past! 

5, How about another appearance by Pete's 
beautiful neighbors? Maybe Mary Jane? 
«wow! MJ) 

‘And (finally, you say), 

6. What's he (Spider-Man) going to do with 
the gold notebook? 

J suspect the man in the shadows in ish #269 
was: 

‘A. the man who saw Peter's face at the air- 
port and photographed him (ish #262) 

'B. someone from Nathan Lubensky's past 

C. 1-an agent of the Black Cat 

2-en agent of the Beyonder 

D. the Puma 

| suppose the answers to all my questions 
will be answered one way or another. Keep up 
the good work, you're re-defining the words 
Marvel Comics. 

Dennis Price 
6143 SE Robinson Ad 
Bellview, FL 32620 


Doar Marvel, 

1 have been waiting a long time to see an 
isaue like SPIDER-MAN #270. You did in that 
issue what you had only hinted at in a few other 
stories. You showed us and Spider-Man him- 


04 Galactus, a guy who has gone toe-to-toe with 
Hercules and Thor, Spidey proved that he is far 
more powerful than he has ever given himself 


Captain 

Thave always believed that given his speed, 
strength, agility, and especially his spider sense 
that warns him of any dangef, Spider-Man is in 
@ much higher power class than previously 
thought. 

‘What I'm getting at is, now that you have 
shown Spider-Man's true potential, kagp it upt 
‘enemies. And one 


most every Avenger that has ever been, excopt 
Thor Pius he has been around longer than 
most of them as well. 

His recent fiasco with the Wasp is a perlect 
example. | hated the way the Wasp treated 
Spider-Man, like some junior hero leaming the 
ropes. Let's have some respect for Spider-Man 
from now on. 

‘Keep up the good work, | buy almost every 
comic that you put out and 'm 24 years old. 
Make Mine Marvel. 

Skip Watson 
607 Jordan Ln 


Huntsville, AL 35805 


1a very nice (and welcome) appearance by the 
original ‘old goat,’ J. Jonah Jameson, as well as 
a wel-portrayed new city editor, whom I'm sure 
we'll be seeing a lot more of in the near future. 
The scene with her snapping J.J.'s immortal 
cigar in hail is a classic. The story reads wel, 
and the art, as usual, is terrific, 

But the actual core of greatness in this issue 
lies with the wall-crawier himsef. In top form, to 
be sure, and as indomitable as the Peter Parker 
of old. “Never say never’ seemed to be the 
theme of this issue, and it wes abundantly de- 
picted. 


Spidey simply would not quit, nor be beaten, 
and with each reappearance of Firelord, Spidey 
‘simply screwed up his determination, clenched 
his fists once again and just hit him harder. in 
the end, it was not the superior power that won, 
but the one with the greater spirit. That's what 
‘Spider-Man started out as being about, and it’s 
fantastic to see a retum to those values. 
‘Again, my hearty kudos to all for @ job very 
well done. Piease continue more stories in that 
vein—it's the stuff that classic comic mags are 


made of. 
Gary Bond 
PSC Box 4669 
Eglin AFB, FL 32542 
Dear Web-Spinners, 


Just got finished reading AMS #271. The 
Crusher was great and Manslaughter wes awe- 
some. The last scene with Peter and Aunt May 
realty touched my heart. My thanks to Jim, Jim, 
‘and the rest of the crew for a great comic. So 
Until Electro loses his juce, Make Mine Mar- 
veltttt 


Edward Hughes 
Goukdsboro, PA 

Dear Spider-Team, 
In reference to issue #271—it couldn't be 


‘any better for Crusher Hogan's retum. | 
would've never guessed that you guys would 
resurrect him from Marvel Memories. Who's 
next, the Living Brain? 

‘And about Manslaughter, he's something else 
that really can be made one of Spidey's major 
villains. See to it when you bring him back, give 
Crusher an appearance or two, Ok? 

In closing | just wanna tell you guys that Ron 
Frenz is tne best artist ASM ever had—let's 
have him for keeps. Keep Marvel's middle 
name ‘Awesome’ like always!! 

‘Thomas Frascela 
227 Grant Ave 
Middlesex, NJ 08846 


Dear Spider-People, 

1 just wanted to tell you {was realty im 
pressed by #271. tt wasn't the villain. Man- 
slaughter was alfight, but he's not someone Id 
be especially anxious to see again in a book. 
Likewise, Medara Fang wasn't anything special. 
‘No, the thing that impressed me was the way 
you used Hogan. 

‘When | first heard you were going to bring 
back Crusher Hogan, | thought, “Oh, no, 
‘another character from Spidey's past somehow 
‘gets superpowers and comes to get revenge 
story.” When | saw the coves, | really became 
worried: Manslaughter—it even sounds like a 
wrestiot 

‘Then | read the book. Then | read it again. 
you gave us a truly classic comic book. Page 
21, panel § was really touching. And the last 
page; for a few brief seconds, | actually forgot 
this was a comic book. | was really worried for 
Peter and Nathan for a moment. Whew! That's 
a sign of a good piece of literature. Bravo! 

While I'm writing, | may as well give you my 
theory on the ever-slusive identity of the Hob- 
goblin. t's terribly obvious; Im surprised no 
‘one’s figured it out. Those who accused verious 
members of the bullpen were close; they 
merely accused the wrong ones. The Hobgod- 
lin is... (Insert drum rol): Howard Mackie. 
Don't laugh. Think about it. Marvel's most mys- 
terious villain is really Marvel's most mysterious 
assistant editor. After all, what do we, you, oF 
anybody for that matter, know about him. Very 
little indeed. No one is even sure what he looks 
like (except maybe his mother and even that's 
doubtful). He has never really revealed any- 
thing about himself to Marveldom assembled. 
Obviously he has something to hide, and this is 
ft. He did pop up in the bulipen shortly after the 

in 


Think about it. Howard the Duck in ‘88. 


Kowalewski 
229 Everett St 
‘Southbridge, MA 01550 
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Say, what does Howard look fike, any 
way?i? 


Dear Jim, 
it was fitting that AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 
#271 was a nostalgic look back at Crusher 
. because the art team of Frenz and 
Rubenstein evokes a feeling of the “good of 
days" in Spider-Man's lite when things were 
simpler, even though they really have not been 
as bad as Peter seems to think they have, unti 

recently. 
Before the last year or 80, the tales in the as- 
sorted Spider-Books have kept the life of the 
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‘ended as many have in the past, 
‘complaint: Peter needs to stop 
int May dictate their relationship, 
‘Whenever he feels that he has jet her down, he 
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welcome one. 

“Thanks for @ very good comic, another of 
those trends you seam to be starting behind the 
scenes of Marvel's Spider-Books! 


Roger Z. Cadenhead 
Gariand, TX 


Friends, 

‘As | approach my 20th year of being an ar- 
dent fan of SPIDER-MAN, ! would like to ex- 
press to everyone involved in the magazine 
‘over the last two decades, my appreciation and 
admiration of the titie’s continuing high quality. 
After all these years, | consider Pete, Flash, 
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